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Manitoba Nocturnal Owl Survey - 2015 Annual Report 

Congratulations and thanks to the 910 

sterling owl surveyors for their role helping 

the Manitoba Nocturnal Owl Survey reach 

its silver anniversary! When my wife and 

fellow zoologist Patsy Duncan and I started 

the survey in 1991 it was a key part of our 

plan to monitor owls and their prey for 

twenty-five years. At the time this seemed 

ambitious and an unfathomably long-term 

project. Now we just wonder how the years 

flew by so fast! 

The Manitoba owl survey went through 

some benchmark changes over the years. I 

imagine that there are young surveyors who 

have never seen or used cassette tapes, 

which is what the survey first used as a 

means to broadcast owl calls as part of the 

survey protocol from 1991 to 1999. 

Somewhere in that time period cassette tapes 

gave way to CDôs and then MP3ôs. The 

annual mailing back and forth of paper 

survey forms eventually gave way to web-

based accessibility to owl calls and survey 

documents. In 1999 we hosted a meeting in 

Winnipeg because many other Canadian 

provinces, and a few US states, were 

interested in how Manitoba was conducting 

surveys. We were keen to develop 

standardized owl survey protocols to allow 

data to be combined and examined at a 

broader scale. A new standard was óhatchedô 

at that meeting and Manitoba adopted it. 

Based on feedback from surveyors, we also 

dropped the use of playback.  

Integrating the owl survey results into the 

Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas saw the 

development of online data entry as an 

alternative to mailing in paper data sheets. I 

am sure that further changes are 

forthcoming!  

 

Anniversary dates are a great time for 

reflecting on the past and an opportunity for 

renewal. After considerable thought I have 

decided to pass the role of coordinator of 

this survey on to others. It is time for 

younger, smarter and more tech savvy 

people to take over and to improve the 

survey. A ófew years backô I had the 

privilege of serving on Bird Studies 

Canadaôs (BSC) science advisory 

committee. It was during that time that I 

proposed that the Manitoba owl survey 

become a national Canada-wide survey 

coordinated by BSC. After a detailed review 

the national survey was launched by BSC 

with a growing network of provincial and 
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territorial coordinators. It is therefore fitting 

that Dr. Christian Artuso is now running the 

Manitoba Owl Survey as BSCôs Manitoba 

Program Manager.  

Patsy and I look forward to continuing as 

volunteer surveyors in the survey, and I have 

some fun times ahead continuing to analyze 

the owl survey data relative to other owl 

monitoring data I have been collecting. It 

has been an absolute pleasure in dealing 

with you over the years and I hope you 

continue to share your owl adventures and 

reports with us.  

Information about the owl survey continues 

to be shared with folks far and wide, 

including oral presentations at the 

International Wildlife Society conference in 

Winnipeg in October 2015, at the Sax Zim 

Bog Birding Festival in Meadowlands, MN, 

in February 2016, at the International 

Festival of Owls in Houston, MN, in March 

2016, and at the International Owl 

Conference in Italy in March 2017. 

Hope you enjoy this annual report, which 

contains a summary of cumulative owl data, 

but also some interesting owl artwork from 

elementary students that I have talked to 

about owls. This report also contains 

information about all of us ï the owl 

surveyors that is ï based on research by 

Christopher Ng from the University of 

Manitoba! 

 
Cheers, James Duncan 
 

Director, Wildlife and Fisheries Branch 
Manitoba Conservation and Water 

Stewardship 
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2015 Nocturnal Owl Survey Highlights 

In March and April 2015, Manitoba completed its 25th 

annual volunteer nocturnal owl survey. Thanks go out to 

the 121 volunteers who surveyed 86 routes covering 1,435 

km.  An estimated total of 224 individual owls of nine owl 

species were detected for an overall detection rate of 0.156 

owls per km, about the same as last year. 

   

Great Horned Owls (n=85) were, as usual, the most 

commonly detected species in 2015, followed by 50 

Northern Saw-whets, 19 Long-eared Owls, 18 Barred 

Owls, 16 Boreal Owls, 12 Short-eared Owls, 10 Great 

Gray Owls, 5 Northern Hawk Owls, 2 Snowy Owls and 7 

óunknown owlsô. Tables and graphs of cumulative 

information follow. 

 

 

Year* # Volunteers 
Distance Surveyed 

(km) 
# Routes 

Total Owl 
Detections 

# Owl Detections per 
km 

2000 106 1,085 57 165 0.15 

2001 91 1,070 57 180 0.17 

2002 198 2,403 115 315 0.13 

2003 162 1,776 107 267 0.15 

2004 150 1,304 94 183 0.14 

2005 102 1,067 74 135 0.13 

2006 91 946 65 262 0.28 

2007 68 856 52 170 0.2 

2008 78 1,213 73 144 0.19 

2009 92 1,237 77 204 0.17 

2010 94 1,514 94 254 0.19 

2011 103 1,318 84 274 0.21 

2012 102 1,830 114 397 0.21 

2013 93 1,448 89 110 0.08 

2014 100 1,224 77 178 0.16 

2015 121 1,435 86 224 0.16 

      

 
* Not all data presented here. Survey started in 1991 and used owl call playback until 1999.  
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* Note that the survey methods changed in 2000 hence the broken line graph. 
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A Special Thank You 

Thanks to the elementary students whose names cannot be 

published for their beautiful and interesting owl art work, 

used with permission from their teacher and school. Thanks 

also to Doug Collicutt for his continued support hosting owl 

survey information and documents on the Manitoba 

Nocturnal Owl Survey at: 

http://www.naturenorth.com/summer/creature/owl/owl_new

/owl2005.html 

It would be impossible to collect such widespread 

information on owls without the help of survey volunteers 

year after year. So hats off to all the volunteer surveyors 

and assistants in 2015 listed below. 

Christian Artuso, Ron Austin, Devon Baete, 

Carol Baete, Lynda Baker, Ron Bazin, Wren 

Bell, Mike Bell, Rob Berger, C-Jae Breiter, 

Kevin Breiter, Nancy Bremner, Bruce 

Bremner, Garry Budyk, Neil Butchard, Tim 

Byers, Sandy Campbell, Bonnie Chartier, 

Brooklyn Cherniak, Marcey Cherniak, 

Lewis Cocks, Barrie Creran, Cathy Creran, 

Linda Curtis, Cal Cuthbert, Chris Danielsen, 

Paulson Des Brisay, Grant Doak, Brenda 

Doak, Deanna Dodgson, Peter Douglas, 

James Duncan, Patsy Duncan, Bev Dunlop, 

Alvin Dyck, Chelsea Enslow, Michelle 

Ewacha, Farjana Ferdous, Samantha Fisher, 

Gary Franzmann, Maureen Frolick , Diane 

Gagnon, Rob Gagnon, Laura Groening, Tom 

Groening, Cathy Guttek, Brooke Hanson, 

Lydia Hildebrandt, Amanda Jacobs, Lars 

Jansson, Vince Jimenez, Scott Johnstone, 

Harmony Joyal, Jacqueline Joyal, Joel 

Kayer, Jason Kelly, Tina Kelly, Brian Kiss, 

Daniel Klassen, Rudolf Koes, Nicola Koper, 

Allison Krause-Danielsen, Georgina Larson, 

Raymond Larson, Sharon Lidbetter, Jessica 

Lockhart, Jane MacDonald, Frank 

Machovec, Jacquie Machovec, Frank 

Machovec, Donna Martin, Kate 

McCormick, Laurel McDonald, Alex 

McIlraith, Marilyn Meyer, Albert Mickey, 

Barret Miller, Lorelie Mitchell, Mercedes 

Mueller, Colin Murray, Christoph Ng, Joan 

Nolan, Marika Olynyk, Justin Paillé, 

Danielle Papin, Morley Pedwell, Charlotte 

Pedwell, Ryan Porteous, Shane Pratt, 

Pauline Priadka, Erin Prokopanko, Sherry 

Punak-Murphy, Amelia Reid, Gillian 

Richards, Andrew Robert, Dave Roberts, 

John Robinson, Alan Robinson, Marion 

Robinsong, Cora Romanow, Emily Ryall, 

Jim Sackrider, Alex Sanderson, Erin 

Schroeder, Ken Schykulski, Serge Scrafield, 

Florence Scrafield, Bob Shettler, Rosalie 

Sigurdson, Erica Smith, Joanne Smith, Jo 

Swartz, Peter Taylor, Sharon Taylor, Dave 

Uhrynivk, Carol Wall, Margaret Yorke, and 

Reto Zach.

http://www.naturenorth.com/summer/creature/owl/owl_new/owl2005.html
http://www.naturenorth.com/summer/creature/owl/owl_new/owl2005.html

