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In 2007, Debbie Badzinski and Denis Lepage from
Bird Studies Canada (BSC) set up a data base and an
associated on-line data entry system for the Manitoba
owl survey. This will help us share our data with
students and other researchers around the world. Alex
Froese was contracted to enter owl survey data from
2000-2007 and did an outstanding job — she also put in
many extra hours organizing the data and produced an
excellent summary poster of the 2006 data for a GIS

course. Doug Collicutt has created and maintains a
wonderful website called NatureNorth and has kindly
posted survey forms, instructions and much
information about the Manitoba owl survey. Many
thanks to these folks for their help!

Introduction: For 17 years hundreds of volunteers
have been participating in the Manitoba Nocturnal
Owl Survey. Their contribution of time and resources
permit the continued monitoring of owl populations in
Manitoba on a scale not possible by any other means.

Since 1991, when the survey began, their comments
and enthusiasm continues to inspire me not only as the
survey coordinator but also as a conservation biologist.
Manitoba’s owl survey played a key role in the
establishment of a Canadian owl survey through the
auspices of Bird Studies Canada such that the number
of people surveying for owls in our country numbers
in the thousands.

Who are these volunteers? Their names are listed
herein but more generally they come from every walk
of life. Why do they participate? One of the reasons is
undoubtedly that they crave an opportunity to
experience the wonder of experiencing owls in a
complex and natural wild ecosystem. And they are no
less part of that ecosystem that the owls they hope to
hear — some thoughts to keep in mind as you scan the
cumulative results of the survey effort presented in this
annual report.

All creatures influence the world we share, including
you and me. I hope this report stimulates you to
involve yourself in new ways to help conserve our
natural biological diversity including owls and the
habitats that support them.
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Results of the 2007 Manitoba Owl Survey

Owl Species Detected in the 2007 Survey
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Owl Species
NSOW - Northern Saw-whet Owl GGOW - Great Gray Owl
GHOW - Great Horned Owl BARR - Barred Owl
LEOW - Long-eared Owl SEOW - Short-eared owl

BOOW- Boreal Owl EASO- Eastern Screech Owl.
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EASO- Eastern Screech Owl
GHOW - Great Horned Owl
BOOW- Boreal Owl

BARR - Barred Owl

NSOW - Northern Saw-whet Owl
LEOW - Long-eared Owl
GGOW - Great Gray Owl
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Year
NSOW - Northern Saw-whet Owl GHOW - Great Horned Owl
BOOW- Boreal Owl NOHO - Northern Hawk Owl
LEOW - Long-eared Owl BARR - Barred Owl
GGOW - Great Gray Owl EASO- Eastern Screech Owl
SEOW - Short-eared owl BNOW - Barn Owl
SNOW- Snowy Owl BUOW - Burrowing Owl

For more information on the Manitoba Nocturnal Owl Survey please contact

Jim Duncan, Manitoba Nocturnal Owl Survey
Wildlife and Ecosystem Protection Branch, Manitoba Conservation
Box 24, 200 Saulteaux Crescent, Winnipeg, MB R3J 3W3

Phone: 204-945-7465
James.Duncan@gov.mb.ca




